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What’s the biggest mess your kids have made?



2nd Corinthians – Where are we?
Passage Rhetorical Mode Function

1:1 – 2 Prescript Introduces author and recipient – “Paul…to the church of  God in Corinth”

1:3 – 7 Thanksgiving and 

exordium

Aims to make the audience open to the argument – “…our hope for you is firm, because we know that just 

as you share in our suffering you share in our comfort.”

1:8 – 2:16 Narratio Explains facts of  the situation and reason for writing the letter, with additional thanksgiving – “For I wrote 

you out of  great distress and anguish of  heart and with many tears…”

2:17 Propositio Basic thesis statement of  the entire letter – “Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of  God for profit. 

On the contrary, in Christ we speak before God with sincerity, like men send from God.”

3:1 – 13:4 Probatio and 

refutatio

Main argument section covering:

Paul’s approach to ministry (3:1 – 6:13) – “He has made us competent as ministers of  a new covenant…”

Deliberative digression on pagan feasts (6:14 – 7:1) – “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers…”

Defense of  the Severe Letter (7:2 – 16) – “…I see that my letter hurt you, but only for a little while…”

Jerusalem collection (8:2 – 9:15) – “Now finish the work…”

Rhetorical synkrisis comparing Paul and his opponents (10:1 – 13:4) – “We do not dare classify or compare 

ourselves with some who commend themselves. When they measure themselves by themselves or 

compare themselves by themselves, they are not wise.”



2nd Corinthians Ch. 10

Paul defends his ministry:

• What do Paul’s Corinthian critics say about his ministry?

• What does Paul say about his opponents, the “super apostles?”

• How does Paul describe his own ministry?

How should we understand our own ministry, individually and 

corporately as the church?



2nd Corinthians 10:1 - 6

“I myself, Paul, appeal to you through the humility and gentleness of  Christ, I 
who am subservient when in front of  you but bold when I am away from you. But 
I beg that, being present, to not be bold with the confidence with which I expect, 
[but] to be courageous toward some people who deem us as walking according to 
the flesh. For while walking in the flesh, we do not wage war according to the flesh. 
For the weapons of  our warfare are not “fleshy”, but divinely powerful to the 
destruction of  strongholds, taking down arguments and every obstacle presuming 
to lift itself  up against the knowledge of  God, and making captive every thought 
to the obedience of  Christ, and having in preparation to punish all disobedience 
when your obedience might have been fulfilled.”



“I myself, Paul, appeal to you through the humility and gentleness of  
Christ, I who am subservient when in front of  you but bold when I am 
away from you. But I beg that, being present, to not be bold with the 
confidence with which I expect, [but] to be courageous toward some people 
who deem us as walking according to the flesh. For while walking in the 
flesh, we do not wage war according to the flesh. For the weapons of  our 
warfare are not “fleshy”, but divinely powerful to the destruction of  
strongholds, taking down arguments and every obstacle presuming to lift 
itself  up against the knowledge of  God, and making captive every 
thought to the obedience of  Christ, and having in preparation to punish all 
disobedience when your obedience may have been fulfilled.”

2nd Corinthians 

10:1 - 6

• What are the accusations of  Paul’s critics?

• What would be “fleshy” weapons to use against our own critics?

• What are the “divine” weapons? What do they accomplish?



2nd Corinthians 10:7 - 11

“Look at things in front of  you. If  anyone is persuaded in himself  [or herself] to be 

of  Christ, let him [or her] recognize this again within himself  [or herself], that as he 
[or she] is of  Christ, so also are we. For even if  somewhat more abundantly I 

should boast about our authority which the Lord has given us for your building up
and not for your tearing down, I will not be ashamed. I do not wish in order to 

frighten you on account of  the letters because, “The letters,” they say, “are weighty 
and strong, but the presence of  the body is weak and the speech is 

contemptible.” Let these ones understand that we are such in word by letters, 
being absent, we are also such in deed, being present.”



“Look at things in front of  you. If  anyone is persuaded in himself  [or 
herself] to be of  Christ, let him [or her] recognize this again within himself  
[or herself], that as he [or she] is of  Christ, so also are we. For even if  
somewhat more abundantly I should boast about our authority which the 
Lord has given us for your building up and not for your tearing down, I 
will not be ashamed. I do not wish in order to frighten you on account of  the 
letters because, “The letters,” they say, “are weighty and strong, but the 
presence of  the body is weak and the speech is contemptible.” Let these 
ones understand that we are such in word by letters, being absent, we are 
also such in deed, being present.”

2nd Corinthians 

10:7 - 11

• What is Paul’s critique of  how they judge his ministry?

• What are the charges of  Paul’s critics specifically?



2nd Corinthians 10:12 - 18

“For we do not dare to classify or compare ourselves to some commending themselves, 

but when they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves by themselves, 

they are not comprehending. But we ourselves will not boast in immeasurable things but 

according the size of  the area that the God of  measure has apportioned to us, to reach 

also as far as you. For we are not overextending ourselves as [if  we were] not reaching to 

you, for also we came to you in the gospel of  Christ. Not boasting in the immeasurable 
things in others’ labors, but while increasing your faith, we hope to expand our area to 

evangelize to that abundance beyond you, not to boast about the prepared items in 
another’s area. But the one boasting, let him boast in the Lord. For the one 
commending himself, that one is not approved, but the one is whom the Lord 

commends.”



“For we do not dare to classify or compare ourselves to some commending 
themselves, but when they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves by 

themselves, they are not comprehending. But we ourselves will not boast in 

immeasurable things but according the size of  the area that the God of  measure has 
apportioned to us, to reach also as far as you. For we are not overextending ourselves 
as [if  we were] not reaching to you, for also we came to you in the gospel of  Christ. Not 

boasting in the immeasurable things in others’ labors, but while increasing your faith, 

we hope to expand our area to evangelize to that abundance beyond you, not to boast 
about the prepared items in another’s area. But the one boasting, let him boast in the 

Lord. For the one commending himself, that one is not approved, but the one is whom 

the Lord commends.”

2nd Corinthians 

10:12 - 18

• What does Paul criticize his opponents for?

• What does Paul want to boast about? 

• What does Paul want to see happen in his ministry?



What does that mean for us today?

• How do we know the difference between “divinely powerful” and 

“fleshy” weapons?

• How should we judge a ministry’s effectiveness?

• How do we know if  WE are being effective?



Assignment for Next Week

• Read 2 Corinthians 10:1 – 13:4 (76 verses)

• What does Paul say is NOT a healthy part of  ministry?

• What characterizes BAD leadership?

• What does Paul focus on instead as a basis for ministry?

This presentation will be available at www.theologicalstraydogs.com later today!

http://www.theologicalstraydogs.com/

